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IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ !ǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ aƻƴǘƘǎ  

 

Heritage and awareness months are a chance for us to celebrate and recognize the 

achievements and accomplishments of underrepresented and marginalized communities, and 

they can also be an opportunity for our community to educate ourselves about our connected 

global histories and backgrounds.  

 

The Culture Ambassadors use an interactive model where we present a video that our group 

can watch together related to the heritage or awareness month (each video is less than 10 

minutes long), and then talk through discussion questions in small groups. We also share 

resources and other readings, videos, and books as a follow up, including the comprehensive 

heritage and history month book displays compiled by HKS Library. 

 

We have listed a few examples of heritage month activities below, using Harvard’s Office of 

Equity, Inclusion and Diversity’s Heritage and Awareness Calendar as a guide. The Culture 

https://guides.library.harvard.edu/c.php?g=991014&p=9432435
https://guides.library.harvard.edu/c.php?g=991014&p=9432435
https://edib.harvard.edu/sites/hwpi.harvard.edu/files/dib/files/2023_harvard_heritage_cal-accessible.pdf?m=1680554123
https://edib.harvard.edu/sites/hwpi.harvard.edu/files/dib/files/2023_harvard_heritage_cal-accessible.pdf?m=1680554123


https://guides.library.harvard.edu/hks/book-displays/black-history-month-2023
https://asalh.org/about-us/origins-of-black-history-month/
https://www.harvard.edu/in-focus/black-history-month/
https://vimeo.com/507147022
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eQSeJSLAIoY
https://guides.library.harvard.edu/hks/book-displays/womens-history-month
https://www.womenshistory.org/womens-history/womens-history-month
https://www.harvard.edu/in-focus/womens-history-month/


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=niH9wfKsUIc
https://www.glaad.org/tdov
https://iop.harvard.edu/forum/issues-facing-transgender-community-progress-backlash-and-paths-forward
https://iop.harvard.edu/forum/issues-facing-transgender-community-progress-backlash-and-paths-forward
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y1xQDzmr7Ms
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_cNWk7R9hVU
https://arabamericafoundation.org/national-arab-american-heritage-month/
https://guides.library.harvard.edu/hks/book-displays/arab-american-heritage-month


 

 

Watch the video “ARAB How You See Me” by Participant: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O3ydbIUo0EY 

 

�ŝƐĐƵƐƐŝŽŶ�ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ 

¶ One of the speakers said that their identities have been "inherently politicized." What 

does that mean, and how did that resonate with you? Are there identities that you hold 

that might be "politicized"?  

¶ Another speaker mentions the tense balance between your racial/ethnic identities (e.g., 

being Palestinian and Arab) and your identity as an American. What do you think they 

meant by this comment?  

 

May: Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month  

 

tǊŜπǊŜŀŘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ 

¶ HKS Library Book Display: Asian American & Pacific Islander Heritage Month 

¶ Harvard University In Focus: Asian and Pacific Islander Heritage Month 

¶ PBS: Celebrate AANPHI History Month  

 

!!tL IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ aƻƴǘƘ ±ƛŘŜƻ 5ƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ 9ȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ 

Watch P&G’s video “The Name”: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fN7cpMC1414 
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ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O3ydbIUo0EY
https://guides.library.harvard.edu/hks/book-displays/aapi-heritage-month
https://www.harvard.edu/in-focus/asian-and-pacific-american-heritage-month/
https://www.pbs.org/articles/celebrate-asian-american-and-pacific-islander-heritage-month/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fN7cpMC1414
https://jewishamericanheritage.org/
https://jewishamericanheritage.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CIUmcpWDJ-U


 

 

�ŝƐĐƵƐƐŝŽŶ�YƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ 

¶ What did you learn about Jewish refugees through this video? In what ways did it 

highlight the importance of global Jewish resistance and solidarity against the Nazis?  

¶ Did the difficult refugee process remind you of any other injustices against marginalized 

groups? How did that resonate with you? 

 

June: LGBTQ+ Pride Month  

 

tǊŜπǊŜŀŘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΥ 

¶ HKS Library Book Displays: LGBTQ+ Pride Month  

¶ Harvard University In Focus: Celebrating Pride 

¶ Harvard IOP: America’s Leadership in Global LGBTQI+ Rights  

 

tǊƛŘŜ ±ƛŘŜƻ 5ƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ 9ȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ м 

Watch the video “What is Pride Month?” by ShareAmerica: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8KdCiqLfMls 

 

�ŝƐĐƵƐƐŝŽŶ�YƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ 

¶ 

https://guides.library.harvard.edu/hks/book-displays/lgbtq-pride
https://www.harvard.edu/in-focus/pride-at-harvard/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hx42dTlozCA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8KdCiqLfMls
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jb-JIOWUw1o
https://teachrock.org/wp-content/uploads/Document-Set-3-Sylvia-Rivera.pdf)


 

 

¶ Sylvia has also talked about the issues related to "rainbow-washing." Have you heard of 

"rainbow washing" before? What are the potential concerns or challenges of 

corporations capitalizing off Pride?  

 

June 19th: Juneteenth  

 

tǊŜπǊŜŀŘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΥ 

¶  Harvard University’s In Focus: Juneteenth  

 

WǳƴŜǘŜŜƴǘƘ ±ƛŘŜƻ 5ƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ 9ȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ 

https://www.harvard.edu/in-focus/unequal/upward-immobility/juneteenth/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OShpcTev_6A
https://www.them.us/story/what-is-disability-pride-month-ableism-disability-allyship
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7r0MiGWQY2g


https://guides.library.harvard.edu/hks/book-displays/latinx-heritage-month-2022
https://guides.library.harvard.edu/hks/book-displays/latinx-heritage-month-2022
https://www.harvard.edu/in-focus/hispanic-heritage-month/
https://vimeo.com/656330489
https://guides.library.harvard.edu/hks/book-displays/lgbtq-history-month-2022
https://www.glsen.org/activity/lgbtq-history
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XoXH-Yqwyb0


 

 

¶ How does the LGBTQ community's history of activism intersect with other marginalized 
communities - including the fight against police brutality, poverty, and homelessness?   

 

October 19th: Indigenous Peoples’ Day  

 

tǊŜπǊŜŀŘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ 

¶ NPR: What Indigenous Peoples' Day means to Native Americans  

¶ HGSE Usable Knowledge: From Columbus Day to Indigenous Peoples Day 

 
November: Native American Heritage Month  

 

tǊŜπǊŜŀŘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ 

¶ HKS Library Book Displays: Native American Heritage Month  

¶ Harvard In Focus: Native American Heritage Month 

¶ Harvard EDIB: Native American and Indigenous Resources  

 

bŀǝǾŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ aƻƴǘƘ 5ƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ 9ȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ мΥ  

Watch the NDN Collective's "HESAPA - A Landback Film": 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HCl6TS5zBIw  

 

�ŝƐĐƵƐƐŝŽŶ�YƵĞƐƟŽŶ 

¶ What did you learn about the landback movement and its intergenerational legacy in 
Indigenous communities?  

 

bŀǝǾŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ aƻƴǘƘ 5ƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ 9ȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ нΥ  

Watch the video "Land Acknowledgment, 2022 Kennedy School Commencement" with Megan 
Minoka Hill (Oneida Nation WI): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yZS-USPpA1w   

 

�ŝƐĐƵƐƐŝŽŶ�YƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ 

¶ What is the importance of land acknowledgments during events at Harvard? What did 

you learn about the history of Indigenous peoples in MA from this land 

acknowledgment?  

¶ Megan mentions that "at the heart of any land acknowledgment is reckoning with past 
injustices with respect and responsibility" - how do you think an institution like Harvard 
can move beyond land acknowledgments into action, and do this in respect of 
Indigenous peoples and their lands? 

https://www.npr.org/2021/10/11/1044973157/what-indigenous-peoples-day-means-to-native-americans
https://www.gse.harvard.edu/news/uk/21/10/columbus-day-indigenous-peoples-day
https://guides.library.harvard.edu/hks/book-displays/native-american-heritage-month-2022
https://www.harvard.edu/in-focus/native-american-heritage-month/
https://edib.harvard.edu/native-american-and-indigenous-resources
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HCl6TS5zBIw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yZS-USPpA1w
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