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COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING 

    

The course grade will be based on the following components, with weights in parentheses: 

¶ Class Participation (20%) 

¶ Four Problem Sets (40%) 

¶ Final paper (40%) 

 

At four regularly spaced intervals during the module students will submit problem sets based on 

identified readings and lecture content. The final paper will be approximately four to five pages in 

length. Details on the format and content will provided during the semester.  The problem sets and 

final paper will provide students with complementary skills for evaluating development issues and 

designing policy responses.  

 

Students are required to attend two lectures and one review section each week.  These sections will 

review and provide materials that complement lectures and provide theory and econometric guidance 

for a better understanding of course material. 

 

Students will be expected to have read the required readings before class.  Lecture and class discussion 

will draw heavily on the key concepts and findings reported in these required readings.  Students 

should come to class prepared. 

 

 

READING LIST INFORMATION 

 

The reading list below indicates the URLs for those papers that can be downloaded from the internet.  

The majority of the papers and articles for this course are available online and are easily accessible 

through these links. If the links become broken then you can find the articles by searching Harvard 

library’s E-Journals using the following link: http://sfx.hul.harvard.edu/sfx_local/az/, which can also 

be reached by the following steps: http://www.harvard.edu/ → “Resources & Offices” → “Library and 

Academic Resources” → “Find E-Journals”.  Type in the journal name and select a database that has 

issues for the year of the article.  Each database is set up differently, but the citation will have all the 

information necessary to obtain the article.  

 

All further reading that is not available online will be placed on reserve in the HKS library and can be 

found in the “Course Reserves” file on Canvas. Please check the class page frequently for 

announcements and other information. 

 

 

ELIGIBILITY 

 

The class is a core requirement for students in the MPA/ID program. Students not in the MPA/ID 

program will be admitted only with the permission of the instructor. 

 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 

Students are encouraged to work together and discuss class material and assignments.  What is 

important is the eventual understanding of material achieved, and less about how that is achieved.  

Any exam, paper, or assignment you submit is presumed to be your own original work, so if you do 

– as you will – use words or ideas written by other people, please make sure to cite these 

appropriately, and to indicate other students with whom you have collaborated. More information 

about Harvard’s policies on academic integrity may be found in the Student Handbook. 

 

  

mailto:nwakhidah@g.harvard.edu
https://epod.cid.harvard.edu/sites/default/files/2018-02/do_informed_voters_make_better_choices_experimental_evidence_from_urban_india.pdf


IMPORTANT DATES AND COURSE STRUCTURE  

* Note: There will be two classes on Thursday 15th February given by Dr. Jishnu Das 

(Georgetown)  

  Day Date Topic Professor 

1 Mon 22-Jan Course overview & Education I: Setting up the problem Khwaja 

2 Wed 24-Jan Education II: Applications Khwaja 
 Fri 

     



COURSE OUTLINE AND TENTATIVE READINGS 

 

Required readings are marked with a star (*), recommended readings are not starred. 

Most readings are available online (by clicking on the title).  Readings not available online can be 

found on reserve at the HKS library.  See above description for more detailed instructions. 

 

 

A. Education Policy (AK: Jan 22, 24, 29, 31) 

 

¶ Setting up the problem  

*HKS Case. Primary Education in Pakistan: Show Me the Evidence 

 

*Andrabi, Tahir, Jishnu Das, Asim Khwaja, Tara Vishwanath, Tristan Zajonc & the LEAPS 

Team. 2007. Learning and Educational Achievements in Punjab Schools (LEAPS): Insights to 

Inform the Policy Debate, Executive Summary  

 

¶ Applications 

*Andrabi, Tahir, Jishnu Das & Asim Khwaja. 2014. Report Cards: The Impact of Providing 

School and Child Test-scores on Educational Markets. American Economic Review Vol. 107, No. 

6, June 2017. 

 

*J-PAL. 2008. Solving Absenteeism, Raising Test Scores. Policy Briefcase No. 6, September 

2008. 

 

*Andrabi, Tahir, Jishnu Das & Asim Khwaja. 2010. Education Policy in Pakistan: A Framework 

for Reform. IGC Pakistan Policy Brief. 

 

*Andrabi, Tahir, Jishnu Das & Asim Khwaja, Selcuk Ozyurt, Niharika Singh. 2017. Upping the 

Ante: The Equilibrium Effects of Unconditional Grants to Private Schools. Working Paper. 

 

Muralidharan, Karthik & Venkatesh Sundararaman. 2011. Teacher Performance Pay: 

Experimental Evidence from India. Journal of Political Economy, 119(1): 39-77. 

 

B. Finance (AK: Feb 5, 7) 

 

¶ Finance I  

 

* Asim Khwaja, A. Mian, B. Zia. Dollars Dollars Everywhere, Nor Any Dime to Lend? (with A. 

Mian, Princeton and B. Zia, World Bank). Review of Financial Studies. Vol. 23(12): 4281-4323, 

2008.  

 

Carmen Reinhart and Ken Rogoff. This Time Is Different: Eight Centuries of Financial Folly. 

Copyright Date: 2009 Published by: Princeton University Press 

https://doi.org/10.2307/j.ctvcm4gqx  

 

*Iyer, Rajkamal, Asim Khwaja, Erzo Luttmer, & Kelly Shue. 2014. Screening Peers Softly: 

Inferring the Quality of Small Borrowers. Management Science Vol. 62(6), June 2016. 

 

Karlan, Dean and Jonathan Zinman. 2009. Observing Unobservables: Identifying Information 

Asymmetries with a Consumer Credit Field Experiment008866 0 594.96 842.04 re
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¶ Finance II  

 

Klinger, Bailey, Asim Khwaja, & Joseph LaMonte. 2013. 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.3982/ECTA16591?sequence=1
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